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Fall 2016 Newsletter

Fall Greeting Friend of KLB,

I hope you are enjoying the fall season and the

changing foliage.  I just wanted to give you an update

on how Keep Loudoun Beautiful (KLB) has been, you

know, keeping Loudoun beautiful as we approach

the end of 44 years of serving Loudoun County and

its citizens.

Area Leader Report & Upcoming
Cleanup Opportunities

While not quite all Area Leaders have reported their

cleanup results, I’m thrilled to report the following

2016 statistics as of October 1: 600 bags of trash,

208 bags of recycling, 158 tires, and a lot of other

bulky trash and recycling, which validates that we are

indeed keeping Loudoun beautiful thanks to our

faithful financial contributors and our 700+ eco-

warrior volunteers donating almost 2,200 hours so

far this year.

 

Even though our litter cleanup efforts have

traditionally been focused in the Spring, KLB

supports and encourages cleanups throughout the

In this issue:

Area Leader

Report &

Upcoming

Cleanup

Opportunities

Potomac

Watershed

Cleanup

Report

Reality Check

Board of

Directors

Update

Upcoming

Loudoun

County

Electronics

Recycling

Event

Donate Now

http://us13.campaign-archive2.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=f77092134438bcb71fd852cf3&id=c6d2ab5ee5
http://www.keeploudounbeautiful.org/index.html
http://www.keeploudounbeautiful.org/KLBsupport.html


4/19/2017 Keep Loudoun Beautiful Fall 2016 Newsletter

http://us13.campaign-archive1.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=f77092134438bcb71fd852cf3&id=c6d2ab5ee5 2/8

year as the litter battle is frankly a daily fight.  So I’m

glad to report that Bluemont will be hosting a cleanup

on October 22 and the KLB Board of Directors

season finale cleanup will be at the Cascades Trash

Bash & Food Drive on October 23.  Sterling Park

goes above and beyond by hosting quarterly

cleanups, with the next on coming-up on November

12.  Please visit our Area Leader Events page for

more information about these and other upcoming

events so you can take advantage of these

organized opportunities to make a difference this

Fall.

If you’ve visited our Area Leader page lately, we’re

pleased to recently welcome our Lansdowne Area

Leader, but you will also notice more than a handful

of vacancies that need filling.  If you would like to

step-up and take ownership of one or more of these

areas, we would be delighted to help you be

successful by providing guidance, equipment, and

supplies.  And as Loudoun continues to add

communities, if there is an under-served area,

please let us know so we can take action.

Potomac Watershed Cleanup
Report
Even though August 13, 2016 was one of the hottest,

sun-filled days of the summer, 59 hardy eco-warrior

volunteers collecting 10 bags of recycling (mostly

beer cans), one bag of disposable bags, 10 bags of

trash, some “interesting” litter, like a broken kayak

and a pickup truck load of scrap metal (that was

recycled at Potomac Metals), and a whopping 121

tires (totaling over 2 tons), leaving this valuable,

scenic waterway more beautiful than we found it.

 Clearly a job well done!  Sadly, this northern stretch

of the Potomac is choke-full of tires from illegal

dumping, that our canoes and river rafts were
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beyond full of tires and other litter well before we got

out at Brunswick, leaving us no choice but to paddle

past literally hundreds of submerged tires.   I have a

feeling that we may be back here sooner than later if

we can raise enough funds in 2017 to cover the

expenses totaling almost $2,900, with hopefully many

more volunteers to finish the job.

Reality Check:  Just a reminder of
why we do what we do and the
importance of your help
Yesterday, October 19, 2016, I took time off from

work to survey the Sugarland Run watershed by

mountain bike to get a feel for where to focus our

effort during the upcoming Cascades Trash Bash &

Food Drive (see above for details).  Last Spring, just

upstream from where Richard Woodrum and I pulled

23 tires out of Sugarland Run, we could see a

massive logjam that bridged the entire waterway.

 I’ve seen this kind of logjam farther upstream years

ago and I had no doubt what would be on the

upstream side of it.  However, we were so busy

pulling-out dumped tires that we ran out of time to

investigate the logjam further.  Well unfortunately,

what I saw yesterday didn’t surprise me at all, but

may surprise you.  

While the photo below (click on it for full size) doesn’t

do justice to the magnitude of this ongoing

environmental disaster (I encourage you to see this

in person on Sunday for the full impact), this should

stun you, sadden you, sicken you, anger you, and

hopefully motivate you to not only get involved in

cleaning-up messes like this, but also to make sure

that you are doing your part to prevent them in the

first place.
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